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From the East
  Brethren I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 as 
its Master in 2017.  It is truly and honor and privilege to be elected and installed as the Master of 
this esteemed and historic Lodge.  I would also like to thank the officers and committee members 
that have agreed to serve with me this year.  I look forward to working with each of you and have 
full confidence that through your talents and knowledge you will serve our lodge well.  In 
addition I would also like to thank the Installing team of RW Brother Joseph Moses Installing 
Officer, WB Dan Ford Installing Marshal, RW Brother Dave Weaver Installing Secretary and RW 
Robert Brammer Installing Chaplin for such a successful installation.  

I would also like to welcome Bethel 16 Jobs Daughters back to Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 and 
it was very heartwarming to be able to place their Charter back in the Main Lodge Room.  I am 
pleased to announce that we once again will be hosting the Grand Lodge Reunion Convention 
Table Lodge on the 7th of October with Most Worshipful Stuart Cook present.  I have reached 
out to several Past Grand Masters to be the guest speakers for this, however I have yet to receive 
a response, so if any Brother has any recommendations please feel free to let me know.  Our 
September Table Lodge will be moved to the 10th of June honoring the Feast of the Holy Saints 
John.  Our own Worshipful Brother Daniel Thompson will be providing the program.  We will 
again have the Grand Master's Official Visit on November 4th the 265th Anniversary of 
Illustrious Brother George Washington initiation into Freemasonry.

It seems that our year started off early with a Fraternal Visit to Edward H. Cann Daylight Lodge 
1752 on the 21st of December which was followed by a great lunch.  Our Stated Communication 
will be on January 13th and will be the official visit of the DDGM starting with a Spaghetti 
Dinner in the Baker Room beginning at 6:30 PM prepared and served by the Amaranth. Please 
go to our website at www.masoniclodge4.org for reservations.  The Grand Masters visit to the 
District will on the 21st of January at the County Line Baptist Church in Ladysmith starting at 
6:00 PM (Contact the Stewards for Tickets).  In addition we will be doing Fraternal Visits in 
support of the DDGM in January starting with Kilwinning Cross on the 9th of January, Hudson 
Morris on the 10th, Ashland on the 19th, Edward H. Cann on the 25th and finishing with Frank 
P. Moncure on the 26th, dinners will be served prior to the meeting.

Table Lodge
Fredericksburg Lodge No 4. Table Lodge will be June 
10th, 2017 celebrating the Holy Saints John. The Table 
Lodge will be from 6:30 to 7:30 and is open to all Masons. 
Please go to our website at www.masoniclodge4.org for 
reservations.  

Blood Drive 
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 Blood Drives are Located at the 
Spotsylvania Towne Center. Location is near the food 
Court. Contact our Lodge Blood Coordinator Brother Jeff 
Mikulas at (Jeff_Mikulas@bmc.com) to volunteer or to 
Donate. 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
Brethren, first let me extend a word of thanks to our new Master for nominating me to serve 
you as the Lodge Secretary for another year... and to each of you for electing me.  This will be 
my 15th year!

Invoices for 2017 dues were sent to members on December 1st.  Let me know if you didn't 
receive yours.  Prompt payment of your dues will help us meet our ever increasing operating 
expenses.  You can pay dues by any of the following:

1. Mail check, payable to “Lodge 4” to PO Box 702, Fredericksburg, VA 22404-0702
2. Go to the Lodge's web site – www.masoniclodge4.org Click on ‘Store’ Use your credit/
debit card, or your PayPal account.

A word about dues and dues cards.  If you have a blue, paper dues card, with “December 31, 2016” your dues for 2017 will be the same as in 
2016...$195.00.  Dues are due on or before January 1, 2017.  If your dues card has any other date, please contact the Master or Secretary to avoid 
possible suspension.  If you have a plastic card, with a picture of the Grand Lodge on it, you do not have to pay dues.
An important notice about paying on time … in the past, the Lodge has sent numerous reminders that dues were late.  Because of the many hours 
and expense of these efforts, they will be discontinued.  Each dues paying member will receive only one invoice.  If not paid by April 1st, they 
will be reported to the Grand Lodge and suspension procedures will begin.

Remember, every day is Masonic Recognition Day.  Wear your Masonic pin, shirt, hat, belt buckle or necktie.  Let the world know you are proud 
to be a Mason.

The Master has decided to continue the program of monthly donations to the Masonic Home for members celebrating the anniversary of their 
Raising – if they are present at the Stated.  The Lodge will donate $25 in their name to the Masonic Home.  If you cannot make the meeting, 
won't you consider making a donation?  The Masonic Home is truly the crown jewel in Virginia Masonry and deserves our support. 

Meal Ticket

Fredericksburg Lodge No 4 will again offer Meal Tickets 
to members and guest up until February.  If meal ticket 
is purchased the Table Lodge Ticket will only be 
$25.00 vice $35.00.  Please contact the Stewards or go 
to our website at www.masoniclodge4.org to purchase 
your tickets.



From the Lodge Instructor of Work 

7:00 – 7:15      Standards for conduct of ritual work with discussion as needed

7:15 – 8:15       Practice in the FC Degree:

Specifically, opening & closing, conferral of degree (especially exchange at door, reception of 
candidate, work at altar, and wardens’ parts during the SD lecture)

8:15 – 8:45 Class in the MM Catechism (coaches & prospective students encouraged to attend)

Upcoming Work:  January is a busy month, as the DDGM’s and GM’s official visits are early this year. Therefore, we will not do a lot of 
degree work while they are ongoing. In addition, the Wednesdays before our stated meetings have been reserved for lodge cleanout, so we 
will not do degree work before our Stated.

Jan 4 Meeting & practice in the FC degree 
Jan 11   Lodge cleanup 
Jan 18 No work due to visitation
Jan 25 No work due to visitation
Feb 1 FC degree 
Feb 8 Lodge cleanup
Feb 15 EA practice
Feb 22 EA degree (up to 3 elected Dec – Feb) 
Mar 1 Additional EAs, if needed (TBD)

STANDARDS FOR CONDUCT OF RITUAL WORK – 2017
Dress—The degrees should be impressive, polished, and dignified. While it is the internal and not the external that Masonry regards, we 
should strive for maximum impact. Therefore, the following guidelines are provided:

Degree Nights Dark suits for Officers (preferred), coat and tie for members (recommended) (may be relaxed in
summer and/or original Lodge room)

Return Nights Business casual (may include lodge shirts)

This is protocol and not ritual, and with exceptions by the WM 

Practice—Since we are a busy lodge, it is often challenging to find time to practice. We will have mandatory practices as time allows. The 
goal is to practice at least once a month, in addition to the monthly district ritual schools. If we do not have work, we will normally have a 
practice. Frequent attendance at ritual practice is expected.

Attendance—Similarly, degree participation will be based on attendance. Participants are requested to arrive by 6:45 for a 7:00 meeting. 

We will huddle briefly in the lodge room at that time to finalize roles. This is necessary for a prompt and orderly start to the meeting. (If 
any brother has difficulty meeting this schedule, let us know.)  

Degree rosters will be distributed by email, one week before the degree. Any brother who is assigned a chair and cannot attend should 
inform us as soon as practicable.  

Past practice has been for the stewards to set up the lodge room. Whoever is assigned this function should have the lodge room set up by 
6:30 for a 7:00 meeting. (A checklist for each degree will be developed to ensure nothing is overlooked.)

Memorization—The goal is for all brethren to do their parts from memory. This includes the written work (e.g., chaplain’s prayers and 
scriptures, charges). The exception is if we ask a newer brother to read the charge, or have a last-minute substitution. Otherwise, all 
brothers taking on parts are expected to know and practice the work. Perfection is not expected, but we should all strive to make the ritual 
as polished as possible.

Logistics—
Please provide contact info (phone number, email); can we distribute a list?
Please provide a list of what parts you know (and what you want to learn). We will have a master list of whose proficient in what part. 
Ideally, we would have a complete set of paraphernalia for both lodge rooms. This may take a while
Copies of the charges, walking scriptures, and secretary/treasurer duties, and list of items needed for each degree, for both lodge rooms will 
be provided.

RITUAL & CATECHISM MEETING & PRACTICE
Fredericksburg Lodge #4 AF&AM

7:00 pm
January 4, 2017



Officers' of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 
ANNO LUCIS 6017

Daniel Goodwin  
Jamie Snyder  
WB Charles Cooper  
WB Daniel Thompson 
Stanley Kennedy  
Kevin Valentine  
Mark Gilday  
Edmund Witalec  
David Palacios   
Trevor Taylor
 David Washburn 

Senior Warden 
Junior Warden 
Treasurer 
Secretary
Senior Deacon 
Junior Deacon 
Chaplin 
Senior Steward 
Junior Steward 
Marshal 
Tyler

 Trustees

2017
2018
2019
2020

Christopher Decker PM 
Dennis David 
Jeff St.Onge PDDGM 
Charles Cooper PM 
Dennis Berry PM  2021

1963 
  Living Past Masters

J. Travis Walker 2000
1972 Daniel W. Thompson 2001
1974 W. Robert Brammer DDGM 2002 
1975 Sheridan G. Harrod 2003
1983 Jene G. Parrotte 2004
1985 Steven W. Sanford PDDGM 2005
1986 Richard D. Dey 2006
1988 Anthony L. Rudder 2007 
1989 Jeffrey D. St.Onge PDDGM 2009
1990 Shelton S. Mackey 2010
1992 2011
1993 2012
1995 2013
1996 2014
1997 2015

Carter G. Wells 
Ferris M. Belman 
Rudolph E. Griffith  
Henry W. Baker 
Edward L. Donalson  
Carlton D. Beach 
Dennis W. Berry 
Thomas C. Shelton  
William J. White 
Allen J. Richey PDDGM 
James R. Adams 
Robert W. Benish  
Michael J. McCray  
Steven M. Gallahan  
James J. Fox PDDGM  
Charles B. Pasto 1998 

Shelby L. Chandler  
Christopher J. Decker  
Christopher R. Wilson 
Jeffery L. Mitchell  
Jeffery P. VanCuren  
James L. Ragsdale  2016

dan@goodwinsmith.com
jamie-snyder@usa.net 
ccooper627@cox.net 
lodge4sr@verizon.net 
stankennedy@verizon.net 
vak242@yahoo.com
m.w.gilday@gmail.com 
philly.wits@verizon.ne 
palaciosdavid344@gmail.com 
trevortaylor@gmail.com  
thewashburns4@verizon.net



Stated Communication the 13th 

  Lodge Clean UP the 11th  

District School the 23rd

Pancake Breakfast the 7th

Officers Meeting the 7th

January's Events
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