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Brethren, 

From the East 
It has been an exciting couple of months, I say couple as with the pace of life, I did not get a Trestle Board out last 
month. There is a lot to report and events coming up but I want to highlight the main events up front. 

British Invasion: May 24th at 6:00 with Festive Board to follow at Kenmore Inn. 

We have the ritual team from the United Grand Lodge of England that is going to exemplify the Master Mason Degree 
then we will retire to Kenmore Inn for a festive board led by our British brothers. This is an exciting evening to be 
able to see and hop all will take advantage of this opportunity. The tickets for the festive board is $50. They can be 
purchased at the lodge website or contact the secretary.  The full flyer is will be included later in the trestle board. 

Comedy Night: May 18th at 8:00 PM sponsored by the Rainbow Girls. 

This is a fund raiser for the Rainbow Girls and is the first to have a comedian perform in the lodge room. Please come 
out to support the girls. This is a professional that they have coming in and I am excited to see this event. The tickets 
are $25 and can be purchased through the lodge website. 

Table Lodge "Feast of Saint John the Baptist:  June 15th starting 6:00 PM. 

Our annual table lodge is going to be a larger than normal event and hope all can attend. I have received a call from a 
brother in Maryland and they are going to rent a bus and bring approximately 50 brothers to tour the lodge and join 
our meeting.  The tickets are $35 and will be our stated communication for the month. 

Help Wanted 

The Lodge is looking for a venue manager. The Past Masters have left me with a building that has huge potential. We 
currently rent the building to the appended bodies, churches and a few outside organizations but even with that, the 
building is left vacant at least 50% of the time, especially on the weekends. I had two wedding planners look at our 
building and both were excited about the lodge coming on line as a venue for Fredericksburg. 

This is a commission paid position for the lodge. I have discussed this with the current line and the venue manager 
would receive 25% commission for each event.   The wedding planners estimate for renting the space is $1,500 to 
$3,000 per event. The goal would be to book 10 events in 2019, 20 events in 2020 or whatever the capacity of the 
building is. The high-end venues rent for $6,000 per event. The lodge will be reinvesting the funds into the 
building, the nicer we can make it, the more revenue that can be generated and it improves the facility for the lodge. 
The goal, within 5 years, the building will be a high-end facility. 

What we are looking for. A high energy person who is looking to run this as a business for the lodge. They will need 
to be social media savvy and willing to network with event planners, go to event vendor days to market the facility. If 
you are interested, please send me an E-mail to me at jamie-snyder@usa.net. 

April was youth appreciation month. 

To honor youth appreciation month, we had three pieces of news. 
First, at the April we recognized Jacob Good with a letter of 
achievement from the Grand Lodge to recognize his accomplishment 
of becoming an Eagle Scout. Also, at the April Stated, the lodge 
voted to reestablish our DeMolay chapter. Brother Joe Gilkerson and 
Brother Chris Tripp are heading up this effort it you would like to 
participate or know of any boys that are interested. Finally, we 
attend a Spaghetti dinner fund raiser for JOBEs daughters. It was a 
great event where we had the entire line present. After the diner, the 
ladies did a presentation in the lodge room of their ritual. 
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Travels of the Bible 

The George Washington Obligation Bible visits 
Ephrata Lodge #665, Ephrata, Pennsylvania.  
(front row left to right) Todd Hoak, Worshipful 
Master of Ephrata Lodge #665; Jamie Snyder, 
Worshipful Master of Fredericksburg Lodge 
#4, Ron Carson, District Deputy Grand Master 
and Noble Johnson, Past District Deputy Grand 
Master; (back l-r) Dennis Berry and Dan 
Goodwin Past Masters of Fredericksburg Lodge 
#4.  It was an excellent visit with fellowship 
with the Brothers and being able to share our 
history.

Sharing the Lodge 

I want to thank Brother David Palacious for 
sharing the lodge with Phi Iota Alpha this past 
month. It was Wor Mike Moses and my 
pleasure to share our history with the brothers 
and appreciate the hard work they did to do the 
spring cleaning in the lodge. From Brother 
Palacious “they were humbled and honored to 
have had such an opportunity. This was part of 
the annual requirement for the Fraternity, and 
in Celebration of Pan-American and what a 
prestigious way to close out a celebration” 

The visit made the local paper. I am trying this, below is the link if you are reading this online and can 
follow it. 

http://www.ephratareview.com/news/george-washingtons-bible-visits-ephrata-masonic-lodge/? 
fbclid=IwAR12E0dwU1veGfdGlK--KzJNtIcCUn1T-PICS5PSUVf6_xqVpQRKCTnLbKo 

Under the Ephrata, the Masonic Lite Podcast is broadcast. Episode 73 is dedicated to Wor Hoak, what 
he did to get the bible to his lodge and the visit. I pasted a link to the site below as well if you are 
interested in listening. This is a very good podcast, published every other week.  I listen on my way to 
work, getting to know the brothers in Pennsylvania. 

https://soundcloud.com/masonic-lite-podcast/tracks 
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My Experience in visiting the oldest Operating Grand Lodge in the world. 
The Grand Lodge of Ireland, March 19, 2019 

By: Brother Martin Smith, Master Mason, Fredericksburg Lodge #4 

For those of you that might not know, when the decision was made that 
I would be visiting Dublin Ireland, I did some research and learned that 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland is located in Dublin, where I was going to 
be staying. I contacted our own Lodge Secretary and made my trip 
known to him so he could approach the Worshipful Master to see if he 
would like me to deliver any kind of message to the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland. 

Note: My purpose for traveling to Ireland was to meet our Son Nick 
there to celebrate his 30th birthday. He is currently in the Air-Force 
stationed in Germany. 

The Worshipful Master in fact did want to send a greeting from our 
Lodge and that took the form of a slate roof tile, number 54 of 200 from 
Fredericksburg Lodge number 4 accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity and 2 Lodge coins, one for the Grand Secretary and one 
for the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. I was traveling 
with carry-on luggage only and was very concerned about making it 
through TSA with this slab of slate in my bag.  As I suspected, I was 

was pulled aside and my bag was searched to determine what that unidentifiable was in my bag. I was asked if there 
was anything in the bag that might be sharp, pointy, etc… and to NOT attempt to put my hand in the bag as they 
searched. I had the slate wrapped in bubble wrap under my clothes. I was talking the entire time they were digging 
explaining to them about me being a Freemason and how I was delivering a gift from our Lodge to the Grand Lodge 
of Ireland. I was a man on a mission and I’m sure the enthusiasm in my voice helped dispel their fears. They thought 
that was cool and I was eventually cleared to proceed. 

I arrived in Ireland on March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day and the entire city celebrates in full form for this holiday with a 
parade and revelry way into the night. 

On the 18th I scouted out and located the Grand Lodge so as not to be late for my coffee appointment with the Grand 
Secretary RW. Philip Daley. I had spoken to him on the phone twice before leaving the states and again on the 
afternoon of the 18th to verify our appointment for the next morning and each time he seemed less than enthused 
about my coming and acted as if he barely had time for me. He even stated in a direct, almost condescending tone, “I 
have meetings starting at 10:00 so it’ll have to be befar than”. I said yes Sir, I’ll be there at 9:00. 

My wife was concerned about me making the 30-minute walk across the city alone, so I asked my Son if he would 
go with me, of which he obliged. 

When we arrived we were instructed by Security to go across the hall into the Library and wait. Wow, the Library was 
awesome in and of itself with the huge ancient portraits and countless very old books. But I spotted a book entitled 
Freemasonry in Virginia and snapped a picture of it. I also noticed the Library has its own bar with a Guinness 
tap. They do love their Guinness in Dublin. Suddenly this man comes rushing in about 15 minutes later and I 
introduced myself and first presented him with my travel letter. He invited us to sit down at one of the tables 
and when he finished reading my letter he looked up and welcomed me and asked, “okay, what have we got here? 

I presented the slate to him and explained its origin and sentiments of our Worshipful Master and I then presented 
him with the Letter of Authenticity. As he read the letter he kept saying, “this is neat, this is really neat”, “there’s a lot 
of history at Fredericksburg Lodge”. 

To give a little background info, on one of my calls from the states, when I made my request to visit R.W. Daley stated 
that the “ROOMS” (appended bodies) were all closed during the winter and don’t open to the public until April, but 
the museum room is open. I expressed my disappointment but told him that wasn’t the primary reason for coming. 



Now that we’re sitting there watching him read the Letter of Authenticity, he suddenly 
looks up at me and says, “We need to do this right, we need to do this in the Grand 
Lodge, come with me”. He told me to grab the slate because he was afraid he might 
break it and my Son grabbed the Letter and we started following him to the Grand 
Lodge. This is where my Son was able to get the photo of me presenting the slate and 
letter to him at the alter in the Grand Lodge. This is where my Son was able to get the 
photo of me presenting the slate and letter to him at the alter in the Grand Lodge. It 
was an awe-inspiring room. After the presentation we were permitted to take as many 
photos as we wanted. After that he led us to each of the appended body Rooms one by 
one where were able to take pictures. It was truly awesome. He said the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland is not the Oldest Grand Lodge in the world, but it is the oldest Operating Grand 
Lodge in the world. Now I felt like I could relax and enjoy my vacation, my mission was 
accomplished. 

Later that day my Son and I had joined up with my wife and we were seeing the sites 
and gift shops around town when I spotted what looked like challenge coins on a shelf. I 
immediately went into a panic, “Oh no, I forgot about the Lodge Coins from the 
Worshipful Master for the Grand Secretary and Grand Master”. They were back at the 
hotel in my luggage. My mistake was not keeping the coins with the slate and I totally 
forgot about them. I explained the situation to my wife and Son and told them we have 
to go back to the hotel and then go back to the Grand Lodge. This time my wife went 
with me and my Son stayed back and took a nap. Needless to say we were getting pretty 
worn out, there is a lot of walking in Dublin, but this time I had the hotel call us a taxi. 

We arrived back at the Grand Lodge and I explained to Security what had happened, and I said if there’s any way 
possible I need to see the Grand Secretary once more, it should only take a few minutes. Again, I was told to go in the 
Library across the hall and wait. 

Same thing, after a while R.W. Phil Daley, the Grand 
Secretary pops through the door, but this time with a 
big smile on his face, very different than this morning 
and he says in that Irish accent, “What’s the matter, 
you didn’t get enouff”? 

I apologized and held out my hand containing the two 
coins from Fredericksburg Lodge number 4 and 
explained that I was also supposed to give these to 
him, one for him and one for the Grand Master. He 
said, “wait right here, I’ll be back” and briskly walks 
away. 

My Brethren, 

After another few minutes he returns, but this time 
with someone else and he says to me, “Brother 
Martin, you can present your coin to the Grand 
Master himself. Please allow me to introduced Grand 
Master Douglas Gray”. 

From the Secretary 

As Secretary, it is my responsibility to collect the dues owed to the Lodge. We are now into the fifth month of the 
2019 masonic year and we still have 60 members who have not paid their 2019 dues. You can pay your dues 
through the Lodge Web site at https://www.masoniclodge4.org/store by using a credit card and PayPal or by 
sending a personal check or Money Order to the Secretary.  Lodge address is: 

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 
PO BOX 702 

Fredericksburg, VA 22404-0702 
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Officers' of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 
Anno Lucis 6019 

Senior Warden Stanley Kennedy 
Junior Warden Chris Tripp 

stankennedy@verizon.net 
tripp4srramason@outlook.com 

Treasurer 
Secretary 
Senior Deacon 
Junior Deacon 
Chaplin 

WB Charles Cooper 
WB Michael Moses 
Charles Dirienzo 
Joe Gilkerson 
Rod Cutright 

ccooper627@cox.net 
fxbglodge4sec@gmail.com 
chuckdirienzo@1976.usna.com 
gilkerson@hotmail.com 
cutrightrl@aol.com 

Senior Steward Pat McConnell 
Junior Steward Mike Tucci 
Marshal Keven Valentine 
Tiler Shawan Bryar 

patmccnnll@gmail.com 
tucci.michael@yahoo.com 
vak242@yahoo.com 
asbryar@verizon.net 

Trustees 
Jeff St.Onge PDDGM 2019 
Charles Cooper PM 2020 
Dennis Berry PM 2021 
Chris Decker PM 2022 
Daniel T. Goodwin 2023 

Living Past Masters 
Carter G. Wells 1963 W. Robert Brammer * 2002 
Rudolph E. Griffith 1974 Sheridan G. Harrod 2003 
Henry W. Baker 1975 Jene G. Parrotte 2004 
Edward L. Donalson 1983 Steven W. Sanford * 2005 
Carlton D. Beach 1985 Richard D. Dey 2006 
Dennis W. Berry 1986 Anthony L. Rudder 2007 
Thomas C. Shelton 1988 Jeffrey D. St. Onge * 2009 
William J. White 1989 Shelton S. Mackey 2010 
Allen J. Richey * 1990 Shelby L. Chandler 2011 
James R. Adams 1992 Christopher J. Decker 2012 
Robert W. Benish 1993 Christopher R. Wilson 2013 
Michael J. McCray 1995 Jeffery L. Mitchell 2014 
Steven M. Gallahan 1996 Jeffery P. VanCuren 2015 
James J. Fox, * 1997 James L. Ragsdale 2016 
Charles B. Pasto 1998 Michael T. Moses 2017 
J. Travis Walker 2000 Daniel T. Goodwin 2018 
Daniel W. Thompson 2001 

* Past DDGMs
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Upcoming Activities 
May – 

May 10th    6:30 PM Fellowship/Stated Communication 
May 11th    8:00 AM Kinsale ritual School Fellowship opens at 8:00, school starts at 9:00 
May 15th    7:00 PM Called Communication (EA Degree) 
May 18th    8:00 PM Rainbow Comedy Night 
May 18th    Blood Drive Spotsy Towne Center 
May 19th    Blood Drive Spotsy Towne Center 
May 22nd   7:00 PM Called Communication (EA Degree) 
May 24th    6:00 PM British Invasion 
May 29th   7:00 PM Called Communication (EA Degree) 
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